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1-3 Blaban place (1845-1851)
From Boston Landmark Commission’s Charlestown Historic
Resources Study 1981 (E. W. Gordon, Consultant)*:

1-3 Blaban Place

ca. 1980s

Numbers 1, 2, and 3 Blaban Place are three wood frame Greek
Revival row houses with three bay main façades, and side hall
plans. The entrances are flanked by sidelights and pilasters,
and surmounted by heavy entablatures and deep cornices. A
one bay end wall gable faces the street. The row is crowned by
a pedimented attic, and has a gable roof.
Builder: Nathaniel Blaban, with Charles Pierce?
Original owner: Nathaniel Blaban
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Blaban Place is the northernmost of a trio of cul-de-sacs
located along the west side of Pearl Street, near Medford
Street. It was developed as extremely modest workers’
cottages circa 1845-51. Architecturally, these wood frame
houses have elements of the Greek Revival style.
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This row’s lots appear as lot number 11 on a "Plan of Building
Lots Surveyed by George Parker, June 1844." On April 21,
1845, Nathaniel Blaban (or, variously, Blavan) of Wells, Maine,
paid Charles Pierce, a mason, $906 for these lots. Presumably
Blaban (and possibly Pierce) was responsible for this enclave’s
construction. Charles Pierce was active in Charlestown
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building trades for only a brief period, circa 1844-50. He is
listed as a mason, living on Bunker Hill in 1845 and as a cooper
at the Charlestown Navy Yard, with his house at 2 Salem Hill in
1848. He is not listed in 1850s directories.
Nathaniel Blaban came to Charlestown from Wells, Maine in
1845 and practiced carpentry until circa 1855. In 1848 he is
listed as a carpenter at Pearl near Medford Street. By 1852 he
occupied 3 Blaban Place- but (?) residing at 137 Bunker Hill
Street. In 1864 he lived at 14 Everett Street. His name does not
appear in the 1866 Charlestown directory.
Blaban sold number 1’s lot "with the buildings thereon" to
Ebenezer Bryant, a laborer, for $1040 on May 3, 1851
(Middlesex 571:4). Bryant, in turn, sold number 1 to Henry
Kroeder, a "brass finisher" on October 22, 1853 for $1100
(661:167). Eleven years later Kroeder sold number 1 to
Jeremiah Higgins, laborer, for $1200 (901:191, March 31,
1864). Jeremiah Higgins’ heirs owned number 1 until at least
the early 1900s
Number 2 Blaban Place was purchased from Nathaniel Blaban
on November 17, 1856 by William H Durrell, police officer.
Durrell owned this property until at least the mid-1870s. By
1901 number 2 was owned by a Hannah Martin.
Number 3 Blaban Place was owned by Nathaniel Blaban until
the early 1870s. Later owners included H N Clark, trunk maker
(1870) and John A Barnes (1880s-early 1900s).
Prior to the 1840s there were no side streets between Bunker
Hill Street and Medford Street west of Elm Street. This area
was characterized by upland pasture lands. Pearl Street was
set out during the mid-1840s. Blaban Place was developed
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circa 1845-50. It is part of a trio of cul de sacs on the western
side of Pearl Street, which includes Pearl Street Place and Coral
Place. The existence of these cul-de-sacs at so early a date
indicates that this area's initial development was highly
intensive, making the most of available space.
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*Digitized and edited, without change in content, from the

scanned record in the Massachusetts Cultural Resource
Information System, and with addition of current photographs.
In the case of houses that have been altered since the survey,
these photographs may not entirely correspond to the
architectural description. If earlier photographs of suitable
quality are available, these have been included.
R. Dinsmore

